
Guinea Pig Care Guide

Introduction
Guinea pigs are gentle, social pets that thrive with proper care, attention, and a safe environment. 
This guide covers the essentials of housing, diet, grooming, and health to ensure a happy and healthy 
life for guinea pigs.

Why Guinea Pigs Are a Big Compliment



Guinea pigs, with their endearing and gentle nature, are more than just delightful pets—they 
can be seen as a significant compliment to one's life. Here's why these charming creatures 
can be considered a true asset to any household:

1. Gentle Companions
Guinea pigs are known for their docile temperament and gentle demeanor. They rarely bite or 
scratch, making them ideal companions for both adults and children. The calm and soothing 
presence of a guinea pig can be a comforting addition to any home.

2. Social Creatures
As highly social animals, guinea pigs thrive on interaction and companionship. This trait not 
only enriches their lives but also encourages owners to engage more and form strong bonds. 
Their need for socialization is a testament to their ability to bring people together, creating a 
sense of community among family members.

3. Low Maintenance
While they do require regular care, guinea pigs are relatively low-maintenance compared to 
other pets like dogs or cats. Their needs for space, food, and grooming are manageable, 
making them an ideal choice for those who desire the companionship of a pet without a 
significant time commitment.

4. Educational for Children
Owning a guinea pig can be an educational experience for children, teaching them 
responsibility, empathy, and the importance of caring for another living being. Children can 
learn about the needs of animals, develop a routine, and experience the joys and challenges 
of pet ownership.

5. Therapeutic Benefits
Interacting with guinea pigs can have therapeutic effects, reducing stress and promoting 
relaxation. The simple act of watching them explore or listening to their gentle purring can be 
a mindful, calming experience, making them excellent companions for those seeking 
emotional support.

6. Unique Personalities
Each guinea pig has its own distinct personality, from playful and curious to shy and reserved. 
This individuality can be fascinating to observe and interact with, offering endless 
entertainment and joy to their owners.

In conclusion, guinea pigs are more than just pets; they are a delightful compliment to one's 
life, offering companionship, education, and joy. Their presence can transform a household, 
making them a truly rewarding addition to any family.



Housing
Cage Size: Minimum of 7.5 square feet for one guinea pig, but larger is always better. For two 
guinea pigs, at least 10.5 square feet is recommended.
Bedding: Use paper-based bedding or fleece liners. Avoid cedar or pine shavings, as they can 
be harmful.
Location: Place the cage indoors, away from direct sunlight, drafts, and loud noises.
Hideouts: Provide shelters or hideaways for security and comfort.

Why You Shouldn't House a Rabbit and a Guinea Pig Together
While it may seem like a practical idea to house a rabbit and a guinea pig together due to their 
similar sizes and dietary needs, there are several reasons why this arrangement is not 
recommended. Understanding these reasons can help ensure the well-being and happiness of 
both animals.

Different Social Needs and Behaviors
Species-Specific Socialization: Guinea pigs are highly social animals that thrive in the 
company of their own kind. They communicate through a wide range of vocalizations and 
body language that rabbits do not understand. Rabbits are also social but communicate 
differently, which can lead to misunderstandings and stress between the two species.
Different Activity Levels: Rabbits are generally more active and playful than guinea pigs. 
Their energetic nature can be overwhelming for guinea pigs, leading to anxiety or injury 
during play. Guinea pigs prefer a more relaxed environment and may become stressed by 
a rabbit's vigorous activity.

Health and Safety Concerns
Disease Transmission: Rabbits can carry bacteria called Bordetella bronchiseptica, which 
can cause respiratory infections in guinea pigs. While rabbits often show no symptoms, 
infection can be severe or even fatal for guinea pigs.
Physical Harm: Even unintentionally, a rabbit's larger size and stronger hind legs can 
pose a risk to a guinea pig. A playful kick or jump can injure a guinea pig, leading to 
serious health issues.

Nutritional Differences
Dietary Needs: While both species require hay and vegetables, their specific dietary needs 
differ. Rabbits need a diet that is higher in fiber and lower in protein compared to guinea 
pigs. Additionally, guinea pigs require vitamin C in their diet, which rabbits do not. 
Feeding them together may result in nutritional deficiencies or imbalances.

Alternative Companionship Solutions



Same-Species Companions: It is always best to provide companionship from the same 
species. Guinea pigs do best with other guinea pigs, and rabbits thrive with other rabbits. 
This ensures that their social, dietary, and health needs are appropriately met.
Safe Interaction: If you have both a rabbit and a guinea pig, allow them to interact under 
supervision in a neutral, safe space but provide them with separate living quarters. This 
can allow them to enjoy social interaction without the risks associated with cohabitation.

In conclusion, while rabbits and guinea pigs may share some similarities, their differences in 
social needs, health, and dietary requirements make cohabitation problematic. By respecting 
each species' unique requirements, you can ensure they live healthy, happy lives.

Diet
Hay: Unlimited supply of fresh timothy hay or orchard grass. Essential for digestion and dental 
health.
Pellets: High-quality guinea pig pellets fortified with vitamin C. Avoid mixes with seeds or dried 
fruit.
Fresh Vegetables: Daily servings of leafy greens (romaine lettuce, cilantro, parsley, bell 
peppers). Introduce new veggies gradually.
Fruits: Occasional treats such as apple slices, strawberries, or blueberries.
Water: Fresh, clean water available at all times in a sipper bottle or heavy bowl.

Grooming
Brushing: Short-haired guinea pigs need weekly brushing; long-haired breeds may require daily 
grooming.
Nail Trimming: Trim nails every 3–4 weeks to prevent overgrowth.
Bathing: Rarely needed; only bathe if absolutely necessary with small animal-safe shampoo.

Health
Vitamin C: Guinea pigs cannot produce their own vitamin C, so ensure their diet includes 
enough through pellets and vegetables.
Signs of Illness: Watch for changes in eating, weight loss, lethargy, sneezing, or diarrhea. Seek 
veterinary care promptly.
Vet Visits: Annual check-ups with an exotic pet veterinarian are recommended.

Social Needs
Companionship: Guinea pigs are social animals and thrive in pairs or small groups. Same-sex 
pairs are best to prevent breeding.
Interaction: Daily handling and gentle playtime help build trust and strengthen bonds.
Exercise: Provide floor time in a safe, enclosed area outside the cage for exploration and 
exercise.

Enrichment



Toys: Chew toys, tunnels, and cardboard boxes encourage natural behaviors.
Foraging: Hide vegetables or hay in different spots to stimulate mental activity.
Variety: Rotate toys and rearrange cage accessories to keep the environment engaging.

Cleaning
Spot Cleaning: Remove soiled bedding and waste daily.
Full Cleaning: Wash the cage, replace bedding, and disinfect accessories weekly.

Conclusion
Caring for guinea pigs requires commitment, but their affectionate nature and playful personalities 
make them rewarding companions. With proper housing, nutrition, grooming, and social interaction, 
guinea pigs can live happy, healthy lives for 5–7 years or more.


